
QUESTIONS TO SUPPORT PLANNING 
AN APPROPRIATE RESPONSE 

 
Consider which aspects of the learning and social environment are working well and which need 
changing or strengthening. This will help to identify some strategies that will better meet the needs of the 
student and lead to positive behavioural change. 
 

● Do my or other students’ responses to the behaviour unintentionally reinforce it?  
● What might be a better way to respond? (e.g., that doesn’t give the behaviour undue 

attention or allow the student to avoid important opportunities for learning)  
● Do I ensure that tasks are manageable, achievable, and as motivating as possible?  
● Does the student have the necessary skills and materials to be successful at this task?  
● If not, what scaffolding, additional support, or resources could I provide?  
● Do I provide opportunities for the student to receive positive peer attention?  
● Does the student know our class routines? (e.g., how to ask for help, how to work with 

partners)  
● Do I need to actively reteach our routines and expected behaviours?  
● Would a seating change or choice about seating arrangement be helpful?  
● Is there a low-distraction seating choice available?  
● Could I be more active in supervising our learning spaces?  
● Do I need to check in with the student more often? (e.g., for understanding, then after a few 

minutes, then at 10-minute intervals)  
● Can I increase opportunities for the student to respond, in order to lift engagement?  
● Would choice about how to complete or present the work, or in what order to do it, help 

keep the student engaged?  
● Do I acknowledge students when they demonstrate learning behaviours such as resilience, 

perseverance, and self-management? 
● Do I provide cues and reminders for upcoming transitions to new activities or settings? 
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